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Yudel Render - A protector, a fighter, a seeker of the truth and a man in relentless 

pursuit of the murderers of the thousands of Jewish men, women, and children 

brutally killed in Lithuania by their neighbors. The dead included Yudel's entire 

family. 

I met Yudel Render in 2007, and right then and there I knew I was in the presence 

of a true "Jewish Lion". 

Yudel, a large, imposing man, well over six feet tall, was just a teenager when the 

war started. He and his friends ran away to escape the mass killings being 

perpetrated by antisemitic Lithuanians who were intent on attacking and killing all 

the Jewish families in Lithuania. Soon, as in other cities and villages across the 

country, the entire Jewish population of Yudel's town was murdered by Lithuanian 

collaborators - every single man, woman, and child, including Yudel's bedridden 

brother, his mother, grandmother and his young sister and her children were 

rounded up and shot or buried alive. 

Yudel and his friends were arrested in a nearby town but managed to get released. He fought as a partisan and then as a 

soldier, and when the war ended, he went to university and became a lawyer. But his number one objective was not his 

career, its was revenge for the murder of his family and others. He was solely focused on finding and killing every one of 

the Lithuanians who were responsible. He was intent on doing this, but his friend cautioned against it because Lithuania 

was now in the Russian zone, and the KGB would surely find Yudel and execute him. So he devised another plan. 

Yudel made a list of all the murderers, using his own knowledge, eyewitnesses, 

and Gestapo records. He dressed up as a KGB agent and tucked a broken 

starter pistol into his pocket with just the butt sticking out. He then went door­

to-door, to each house where the murderers lived, who were now all back 

home with their families living pleasant lives. He informed each one that the 

KGB knew exactly what they had done, handed them paper and pen, ordered 

them to write a complete confession of their crimes, and warned them that if 

they left out even the slightest detail, they would be executed or sent to 

Siberia. Each and every Lithuanian murderer gave him a full confession. This 

became known as "YU DE L'S LIST." (Pages from the list are pictured at right} 

Yudel's plan was to turn the information over to the authorities so that the 

murderers would be punished for their crimes. 

At last, justice would be served. 

At the same time, the US State Department was allowing these same murderers to leave Lithuania and enter the US, 

granting them citizenship. They reasoned that since the Lithuanians and the Russians were enemies, the Russians would 

kill the Lithuanians if they were not allowed to emigrate. Although it was nearly impossible for Jewish survivors to enter 

the US, these Nazis, fascists, and collaborators were welcomed. 

Yudel knew he was running out of time. Soon there would be no justice. 




